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PROGRAM HISTORY/OUR MISSION: Oregon Rising 

Star Project is modeled after a project that originated at the 5th 

Avenue Theatre in Seattle, Washington. 

Elsinore Theatre’s Oregon Rising Star Project in cooperation with 

Oregon Thespians Organization seeks to give high school students 

from around the state the opportunity to be mentored by theater 

professionals in order to mount a student-run and student-

performed full-scale musical.  The experience will foster 

inclusivity, career exploration, strengthen confidence, sense of 

self and critical life-skills for future success. 

Within this mission, we endeavor to… 

1.     Take a proactive role in creating a theater community which 

is inclusive and representative of our state; 

2     create a collaborative and authentic learning environment 

regarding professional practices and expectations. 

 

The Oregon Rising Star Project is an education program for 

Oregon State students presented with support of a number of 

local and state-wide businesses.   

 

 

 



  
 

 

MENTORS - ORSP mentors agree to the 

following: 

• Working with the Artistic Director to identify learning 

objectives for ORSP student(s) 

• Assessing student skills and imparting knowledge that are 

crucial to success in their job and craft. 

• Assist students in accomplishing authentic tasks which are 

crucial to the success of their production. 

• Maintain a learning environment that is safe, welcoming, 

positive, and professional. 

• Will have passed all necessary background checks and able 

to work with children. 

• Working with the Creative Team to evaluate student 

progress and, upon project completion, submit feedback 

on program successes and possible improvements. 

 

STUDENT ARRIVAL: Mentors will determine an appropriate 

location beforehand, at which students will report. This will also 

be a part of the schedule each student will receive.  

STUDENT DEPARTURE: Mentors will establish a “sign out” 

procedure with students. With written consent from a parent or 

guardian, an RSP student is allowed to depart from the theatre 

unaccompanied. Otherwise, students are to remain under the  



  
 

 

supervision of ORSP staff until a parent or guardian is in the 

immediate vicinity. After mentorship activities, rehearsals, and 

shows, students are to be released to wait for parent(s)/ 

guardian(s) with ORSP admin staff in designated pickup location 

as determined by staff.  Students staying on campus are expected 

to remain with their designated supervisor to be escorted to and 

from the theater. 

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS: ORSP participants 

agree to the following: 

● Students will work cooperatively, professionally and will 

comply with the instructions of all staff, directors, 

choreographers, and stage managers.  

● Stay within the physical boundaries of the rehearsal and 

activity spaces and will not leave the building without 

permission during the length of the activity and rehearsal 

hours. 

● Be responsible for arriving on time for all ORSP activities 

and arrange for transportation from all activities. 

● Understand that they will be immediately dismissed for 

the possession of any type of drug, alcohol, and 

dangerous weapons, committing theft, vandalizing 

property, behaving violently, threatening others, or 

smoking. 

 

 



  

PARKING: The theatre does not have a parking lot, but due to 

its location downtown there are parking garages street parking 

available (with 3-hour maximums). Please be aware that parking 

may be difficult to find during the business day 

Liberty Square Parkade: 

This has limited public parking, and some tight parking spaces. It is 

located next to The Grand Hotel and also right in the heart of 

downtown.    365 Ferry St SE, Salem, OR 97301 

Marion Parkade:  

The Marion Street Parkade is located at the corner of Marion 

Street and Liberty Street. This Parkade is the furthest away from 

the core of the downtown area, however is a short walk away 

from the theatre.   350 Marion St NE, Salem, OR 97301 

TICKETS/PREVIEW: Students will be given a promo code 

that is linked to their squad. Detailed information about discounts 

and promotions for ORSP can be found on the ORSP website or at 

the Elsinore Theatre website (https://elsinoretheatre.com/). 

PACKETS/CONTRACTS – EMERGENCY WAIVER & 

FORMS: Each ORSP participant will receive a welcome packet 

which includes forms (I.e., rehearsal locations, liability waiver, 

media release form, etc.)  and the ORSP contract. Some packets 

were distributed at the ORSP company meeting. Forms and  

THE BASICS 
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contracts must be turned in by students at the end of the 1st 

company meeting.  

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE: Parents/students are 

responsible for transportation to and from the Elsinore Theatre. 

Please ensure that you have made prior arrangements for arriving 

before activity start times and for pick-up at the end of the day. 

Students must be in the rehearsal space or activity location and 

ready to work at the scheduled start time.  

ATTENDANCE: If students are going to be absent or late, they 

must notify an appropriate staff member. For Design + Tech 

students, this will be the Design Tech Coordinator. Performance 

team members should contact the stage management team. 

Repeated tardiness and absences will affect the production. 

Student will be required to sign in for each rehearsal and upon 

returning from lunch. ACTORS: ORSP staff will call your parents if 

you do not sign in, or are not in the rehearsal space 5 minutes 

after rehearsal was scheduled to begin (does not include notified 

tardy). 

SHADOWING: All participants will have the opportunity to 

shadow mentors during the professional run of The Drowsy 

Chaperone.  Orchestra, Technical and Design, and Stage 

Management students are required to shadow at least once. 

Student participants will be contacted individually to schedule 

their shadowing time. 

 



  
 

 

LUNCH & DINNER: Students may bring food to eat 

throughout the day. A refrigerator and microwave is available. 

Students may leave the building only with prior parent approval 

(form enclosed).  For students staying on campus throughout the 

project, meals will be provided on campus for breakfast and 

dinner.  Lunch will be provided through the theater or a bag lunch 

through Willamette Universities’ cafeteria. 

THINGS TO BRING TO REHEARSALS OR WORK 

CALL 

● water bottle 

● snacks 

● food or money for meals 

● clothes that you can move in comfortably and safely 

● pencil 

● CAST: Practical footwear/dance shoes if owned 

● CREW: Safe shoes! No opened-toed shoes. 

PHONES & ELECTRONICS: Students are allowed to bring 

cell phones and personal equipment for use before and after 

rehearsals and during breaks. Cell phones and personal 

equipment must be put on silent once rehearsals begin and 

stored out of sight. 

STUDENT BEHAVIOR: Students who do not follow the 

guidelines or who cause a disruption during rehearsals will be 

removed at the discretion of the ORSP staff. They will remain in 



  
 

 

 the office until an agreement is reached. 

DISMISSAL: The following offenses will result in immediate 

dismissal from the Oregon Rising Star project: drug, alcohol, 

weapons, theft, vandalism, violence, smoking, and the verbal or 

implied threat of any of these. 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURE: In case of an emergency, 

students must follow the stage managers directions and remain 

with the group at all times. Parents should contact the Elsinore 

Theater at 503-375-3574 in case of emergency. After hours please 

call Elizabeth Vasquez 503-884-5917. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY: Safety is extremely important to the 

ORSP and the Elsinore Theatre.  The Theatre follows high health 

and safety standards reflecting Actors Equity and IATSE policies in 

order to reduce the risk of the performers and crew.  If an 

accident occurs the Stage Manager must be notified and an 

accident report must be filed with the Theatre.  Parents can 

expect the theatre to ensure a safe and sanitary workplace 

environment for your child. 

BOARDING AT WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY: For 

students who are planning on boarding at Willamette University, 

there will be a Housing and Parent Liaison for this program.  

Students will arrive at the university dorms and meet the Liaison 

as well as the RA assigned to those students.  There will be 1 RA 

for every 8 students.  Those students identifying as Male and 

Female students as well as LGBTQ+ will be identified and grouped  



  
 

 

with the appropriate RA.  An activities coordinator will also 

oversee all activities while the students are not engaged in 

rehearsals.   

Meals will be provided by the university.  Lunch will be a bag 

lunch prepared by the university of a lunch arranged by the 

theatre.   

Students are expected to return home for the weekends and 

return the following Monday.  All housing arrangements and 

information will be directed to the Housing and Parent Liaison. 

ORSP SQUADS!  One of ORSP’s goal is to guide the students 

in building an inclusive team/circle of support by creating 

“squads”. 

Every ORSP participant is also part of a squad (8-10 students). 

Each Squad is composed of individuals representing a cross-

section of the project. Students: this is your second ORSP crew 

(after your department team). this is a group that we hope you'll  

begin to build community with, in a way that will spread 

throughout the ORSP cohort at large.  A breakdown of these 

squads will be posted on the Oregon Rising Star Project website 

(OregonRisingStarProject.com). 

ALL SQUAD TICKET CHALLENGE:  How amazing would 

it be to sell out both of our public performances? In the name of 

squad building and FRIENDLY competition, we have issued the All 

Squad Ticket Challenge. The squad who is responsible for getting 

the most tickets sold will win a fabulous prize (TBA)!  



  
 

 

When encouraging family and friends to buy tickets they should 

use a special promo code to make sure their tickets count towards 

your goal. instructions on how to do this will be provided to 

students. 

Things to keep in mind: 

● Every ORSP student can request up to 2 complimentary 

tickets for the run 

● Tickets can be purchased by phone: 503-375-3574,  in 

person at the Box Office located at the theatre, or online 

at www.ElsinoreTheatre.com 

● A service fee of $5 applies to all online and phone orders 

for your overall purchase. 

COST OF THE PROGRAM:  We are endeavoring to 

eliminate all barriers from students who qualify for the program 

by offering a tuition-free program.  There is a cost for Room and 

Board.  These costs may also be a barrier.  If a student would like 

to apply for a scholarship to cover part or all of the Room and 

Board Costs please contact info@OregonRisingStarProject.com to 

find out how to apply. 
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Parent Involvement and Permission to 

Transport, Treat, and Photograph 

By filling out the following information, you may give permission 

for your student to attend the ORSP.  This form will be kept on 

file. 

Name of Student______________________________________     

Grade______   M / F / X  

Date of Birth__________ Primary Language_______________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________ 

Street Address_________________________________________ 

Name of Par/Guar ________________________________  

Phone (h)____________ (w)_____________ 

Name of Par/Guar________________________________  

Phone (h)____________ (w)_____________ 

Emergency Contact_______________________________  

Phone (h)____________ (w)_____________ 

Medications needed while participating____________________ 

Special health/dietary needs ______________________________ 

Physician__________________phone______________________ 

 



  
 

 

PARENT PERMISSION FOR SCHOOL TRIPS 

In order for my child, a minor, named above, to take part in and 

receive the advantages of a program planned and sponsored by 

the Oregon Rising Star Project, a subsidiary of the Elsinore Theatre 

in Salem, Oregon, I am hereby giving permission for him/her to 

participate and be included in the planned program of ORSP.   

I also give Salem-Keizer Public Schools permission to 

photograph/videotape my son or daughter for record keeping or 

promotional purposes, and publications or displays. I understand I 

will not be compensated for use of the photos/video taken of my 

child for the purpose stated above. 

I authorize the ORSP and its employees to secure the services of 

medicinal treatment, emergency transportation, a physician or 

hospital, and to incur the expenses for necessary services in the 

event of accident or illness, and I will be responsible for the 

payment of these costs.  

Signed________________________________________________             

Date____________________ 

   PARENT/GUARDIAN  

Print________________________________________________ 

               PARENT/GUARDIAN 

 

 



  
 

 

RISING STAR STAFF 

Tom Fohn                Executive Director of the Elsinore 

Stephen Munshaw       ORSP Director 

Robb Harrison          ORSP Music & Orchestra Director* 

Christopher Dean   ORSP Choreographer 

Lynda McCarthy      ORSP Production Manager 

Elizabeth Vasquez    ORSP  Coordinator/Student Liaison 

Tom Hewitt             ORSP Theatre/School Liaison 

Kluane Baer             ORSP Housing and Parent Liaison 

Rachael Loop        ORSP Activities Director   

Jeff Witt                 ORSP-Oregon Thespian Liaison*  

Tiffany Carstensen  ORSP-Oregon Thespian Liaison * 

Nicolai Strommer    Community Liaison* 

Sally Litchfield Puhek Development Director 

 

*School/University Educator 

ORSP Mentors will be listed at time of acceptance to the program 

 

 


